
The Alberta Branch hosted the Inter-
provincial meeting in Banff November 4-
7, 2008.  This is the fall meeting where all 
the provincial boards get together to dis-
cuss the business of the seed industry. 

On November 19, 2008, I attended the 
CSTA Semi Annual meeting in Calgary.  
On December 1, 2008, Lorena and I at-
tended the CAAR (Canadian Association 
of Agri-Retailers) meeting in Red Deer 
where we were promoting certified seed.  
Your Board will also be representing you 
at other Provincial and Industry meetings 

in December and January. 

This year our AGM 
will have a differ-

ent format.  We 
will have a 
seminar on 
plant breeding 

on Monday, Janu-
ary 26, 2009 from 1-4 

p.m.  A light supper will 
follow around 6:30 p.m.  Later that eve-
ning, the Outstanding Young Farmers 
Group will give us a presentation.  The 
business part of the meeting will be Tues-
day, January 27, 2009.  There will be a lot 
of good speakers and information.  It will 
be an interesting day!  The best way to 
find out what is going on in your associa-
tion and the seed industry is to attend this 
meeting.  Our AGM will end Tuesday 
night after the banquet.  We will not be 
having any meetings on Wednesday.  We 
are hoping this new format will encourage 
more members to attend.  The 2009 An-
nual Meeting will be our 80th year (1929-
2009) for our Association.  We plan to 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Wow, what a year!  We have gone from low 
prices to high prices back to low prices again, 
in the span of 12 months!  The Alberta Seed 
Growers have been around for 80 years.  We 
have proven to be strong throughout the years.  
Our commitment has provided us with 80 
years of successful seed production in Alberta, 
and our Association is primed and ready for 
another successful 80 years. 

Your Board has been busy this summer and 
fall.  In July we attended the Annual General 
Meeting in Quebec City.  They did an excel-
lent job in hosting the National AGM.  There 
was a lot of good discussion on 
business issues this year. 

The Alberta Branch 
hosted two Field 
Days this summer, 
one at the 
Lethbridge Re-
search Station and the 
other at the Lacombe 
Research Station.  We had a 
chance to see new varieties that are being de-
veloped and we also had a good discussion 
with the plant breeders.  They gave us insight 
into the problems they face in developing new 
varieties and also the politics involved in plant 
breeding.  The plan is to continue to host seed 
grower field days so please watch for dates and 
locations in 2009!   

Later in August we had a Risk Management 
seminar with Ted Darling from Alberta Agri-
culture (now retired).  We tried to identify 
areas of risk in the seed business and come up 
with strategies to reduce risk.  This informa-
tion will be presented at the Alberta Annual 
Meeting in Edmonton. 
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celebrate with birthday cake and a recollection of our past!   Please join us to celebrate this monumental occasion! 

Your Alberta Branch is now 1 of 7 hosts of FarmTech 2009.  With our expanded role in Albertaõs premier crop production & 
farm management conference, we felt it was best not to overlap the dates of our AGM with that of FarmTech.  We encourage 
you to stay a few extra days and attend FarmTech (January 28-30), by doing so, we were able to extend the room block & 
discounted rates at the Westin for the Wednesday and Thursday.  One of the responsibilities at Farm Tech is to run a one 
hour seminar on issues in the seed industry.  This year we have chosen to talk about the Good and the Bad of KVD.  This pres-
entation will be on Friday, January 30, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  At 11:00 a.m., Larry Kitz will be presenting his ACES plan at one 
of the concurrent sessions. Please show your commitment to the seed industry by attending these two sessions!   

We will also be awarding 1 free registration to FarmTech to be drawn from those who have reserved their rooms for our 
AGM at the Westin by the January 3rd, 2009 deadline! 

At this time, your Board would like to wish to you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a High Seed Prices New 
Year!!! 

 

              
Ron Markert, President Alberta Branch, CSGA                                                              

A Study Commissioned by The Canadian Seed Trade Association 

About the Study  

Purpose:  to quantify the contribution of the seed sector to the Canadian economy, with well 
researched, defendable facts that can be easily communicated to seed industry participants and 
their partners in the value chain; government and the public. 

A survey based study, conducted over the summer of 2008, for the 2007 year. 

Surveys conducted in the following segments of the seed industry: 

¶ Research and plant breeding (public and private) 

¶ Seed production 

¶ Processing and production support 

¶ Marketing and Distribution 

For each segment, questions determined: 

¶ Total employment (full time equivalents) 

¶ Value of salaries and benefits 

¶ Annual operating costs for the purchase of goods and services 

¶ Annual investment in capital goods 

¶ Annual sales outside of Canada 

Results of this survey are highlighted throughout this newsletter! 

PRESIDENTõS M ESSAGE CONTõD  

CONTRIBUTION  OF SEED SECTOR  TO   

CANADIAN  ECONOMY  
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I N  2007, THE   

SEED SECTOR  

CONTRIBUTED  

$3.95 BILLION  TO  

THE  CANADIAN  

ECONOMY . 

Total Salaries & Benefits 
$ 1.01 billion 

Annual Operating Costs 
(goods and services)      

$ 1.72 billion 

Annual Capital         
Investment                     

$  658.8 million 

Sales outside Canada      
$  568.6 million 



January 26 & 27 2009 
Westin Hotel 
10135ñ100 street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 426.3636 
 
A block of rooms  under òAlberta Branch Seed Groweró has been set aside at the 
Westin Hotel.  Room rates are $106 for traditional rooms plus tax.  Guestroom 
rates include Complimentary Parking in the Westin Edmonton Underground, 
outside lot and Library Parkade.   
NOTE:  Parking at the Library Parkade does not allow for in and out privileges.  
In other words, guests will be charged for parking each time they leave and return 
to the parkade.  Growers and/or guests not registered at the Westin will be re-
quired to pay for their parking.  Please make your reservations directly with the 
hotel.  Cut-off Date for Hotel Reservations:  January 3, 2009 
 
Members of the Alberta Branch CSGA will receive a complimentary registration 
for the 2008 annual meeting.  Registration fee of $140.00 for non members & 
guests will be applicable. 
  
Your 2009 Annual General Meeting Registration includes: 

¶ Monday afternoon òBack to BasicsñPlant Breeding in the Real Worldó 
session with Dr. Robert Graf 

¶ Monday eveningõs Beer, Pizza, et al. Welcome Reception 

¶ Tuesday Breakfast, Lunch, Banquet & Entertainment 

¶ Tuesdayõs Annual General Meeting & Convention materials 
 
The reduced rates of $106.00 + taxes will also apply for those wishing to stay at 
the Westin while attending FarmTech 2009 January 28-30. 

2009 N OMINATIONS           

CHAIRMAN  

John Huvenaars 
Box 144 
Hays, Alberta T0K 1B0 
Phone: (403) 725-2126 
Email: huvseed@netkaster.ca 
 

N OTICE  OF THE  80 TH  A NNUAL  M EETING  
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2009 RESOLUTION       

CHAIRMAN  

Richard Stamp 
Box 3030 
Enchant, Alberta T0K 0V0 
Phone: (403) 739-2233 
Email:    

 richard@stampseeds.com 

Director Vacancies 
 

The term of office of the provincial 
directors shall be two years with one 
half of the directors retiring each 
year and the retiring directors eligi-
ble for re-election. 
Three provincial director positions 
are open for nominations. 
 
The term of office for directors rep-
resenting Alberta at the National 
Board is one year.  The Alberta Na-
tional Director will be nominated at 
each annual meeting with retiring 
directors eligible for re-election. 
Two national director positions are 
open for nominations. 
 
Those interested in becoming a di-
rector or wanting more information 
regarding the qualifications of be-
coming a director are asked to con-
tact the Chairman of the Nomina-
tions Committee, John Huvenaars 
either in person, by phone at          
403-725-2126 or e-mail at  
huvseed@netkaster.ca. 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  

TO  THE  A LBERTA  B RANCH ,  

CSGA BYLAWS  ARE  

ENCLOSED .    

YOUR  FEEDBACK IS GREATLY 

APPRECIATED! 

PLEASE REVIEW PRIOR TO  THE 

AGM & IF YOU  HAVE ANY  

QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS 

PLEASE CONTACT  THE OFFICE 

AT  (403) 782 8022.  

COPIES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE 

TO  DOWNLOAD  AT  

WWW .SEED.AB.CA  



Tentative Agenda        
Monday, January 26, 2009 

1:00 ð 4:00 p.m.                  
(Devonian Room)                                 
òBack to BasicsñPlant Breeding in the Real Worldó 
Dr. Robert Graf 

4:00 ð 8:00 p.m.                  
Registration (Top of Escalator)                   
Provided by:  Foster Park Baskett 

6:00 ð 10:00 p.m.           
(BC/AB/Yukon Rooms)           
Beer, Pizza, et al. Welcome Reception                            
A chance to reacquaint and make new friends!                   
Presentation by: Russell & Suzi Friesen                                                                                                                      
Canadaõs Outstanding Young Farmer ProgramñAlberta/
NWT 2007 Recipient 

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

7:00 ð 7:45 a.m.                         
(BC/  AB/Yukon Rooms)            
Buffet Breakfast      

7:00 ð 8:00 a.m.             
Registration (Top of Escalator)           
Provided by:  Foster Park Baskett            
Exhibits   (BC Room) 

ANNUAL MEETING               
(Saskatchewan Room) 

8:00 ð 9:30 a.m.             
Call to Order              
Approval of Agenda             
Minister of Agriculture & Food - Tentative         
Presidentõs Address:  Ron Markert        
Greetings from Association of Alberta Co-op Seed           
Cleaning Plants Ltd.:  Steven Miller               
Introduction of Board             
Disposition of Annual Minutes           
Appointment of Nominations Committee:            
John Huvenaars              
Appointment of Resolutions Committee:              
Richard Stamp             
E&P Committee Report ð  

9:30 ð 10:00 a.m.            
National CSGA Report 

10:00 ð 10:30 a.m.            
Refreshment Break               

Tuesday, January 27, 2009 Contõd 

10:30 ð 11:15 a.m.             
Notice of Motion ð Bylaw Changes            
John Huvenaars 

11:15 ð 11:45 a.m.                   
Midge Tolerant SWAT Team Update 

11:45 ð 12:00 a.m.            
2009 National CSGA Convention ð Winnipeg, MB  

12:00 ð 1:00 p.m.           
Lunch  (BC/AB/Yukon Rooms)               
Co-sponsored with  

1:00 ð 1:30 p.m.           
Auditorõs Report             
Appointment of Auditor            
Budget              
Disposition of Resolutions  

1:30 ð 2:00 p.m.            
E&O InsuranceñWhat you need to know!                
Rob Dechant, Foster Park Baskett 

2:00 ð 2:30 p.m.             
Risk Management                          
Ted Darling  

2:30 ð 2:45 p.m.           
CSGA Members Online Section Update           
Roy Van Wyk , National CSGA 

2:45 ð 3:00 p.m.             
Election of Directors 

3:00 ð 3:30 p.m.               
Refreshment Break               
Co -sponsored with 

3:30 ð 4:15 p.m.              
Bear Pit Session 

4:15 ð 5:00 p.m.             
Resolutions 

6:00 ð 7:00 p.m.               
Reception  

7:00 ð 10:00 p.m.             
Banquet   (Saskatchewan Room)         
Awards Presentation            
Entertainment:  Atomic Improv            
Sponsored by                                                                                                     
                             

80 TH  A NNUAL  M EETING  A GENDA  W ESTIN , EDMONTON  A LBERTA            

JANUARY  26 -27 2009  
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Dr. Robert J Graf 

Session Title:  òBack to Basics ð Plant Breeding in 
the Real Worldó 

Session Time:  1-4 p.m. Monday, January 26 

Session Summary                                            
In the 3 hours (or less) Rob will work through a series of  
questions and answers, referring back to basic     genetics 
and plant breeding techniques.  For example ð Why does 
plant breeding take so long? And, is there an actual differ-
ence     between off types and variants?  Is a PNT a 
GMO?  As well, come prepared with your own questions 
that you have often wondered about... 

Bio                                                                             
Dr. Robert Graf has been responsible for Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canadaõs winter wheat breeding  program at 
Lethbridge AB for the past ten years.  Raised on a mixed 
farm near Humboldt,  Saskatchewan, he received his 
B.S.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Sas-
katchewan specializing plant breeding and agron-
omy.  Prior to joining Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada in 
1999, Dr. Graf worked for  Saskatchewan Wheat Pool for 
twelve years, with most of that time as the Manager of 
Cereal Research.  He has developed or co-developed seven 
varieties of spring and winter wheat. 

 

 

80 TH  A NNUAL  M EETINGñSPEAKER  B IOS 
Russell & Suzie Friesen 

Session Time:  7:30ñ8:30 p.m. Monday, January 26 

Farming less than 2 hours south of the Alberta/Northwest Terri-
tory border, may seem daunting to some but 
itõs a way of life for Russell and Suzi Friesen.  
The Friesenõs are the proud owners of Hill 
Friesen Farms and are partners in the joint 
venture, Harvest Moon Acres, a large 9000 
acre grain operation.  Russell, who was 

raised in the northern community , achieved a diploma in Agri-
culture at Fairview Agricultural College and at the age of 19 
purchased his first two quarter sections of land adjacent to his 
parentsõ farm.  In the 15 years since Russell started farming, the 
farm has undergone impressive growth to reach the current 
9000 acres cropped.  With more land purchased and rented, 
came the question of how to manage the equipment and the 
manpower required.  The answer came in the formation of Har-
vest Moon Acres, a joint venture between the Friesenõs and 3 
other partners, each of whom brings their own set of specialized 
skills to the farm.  Sharing his experience and knowledge with 
the community is important for Russell who is an AgriCoach 
with an independent consulting company as well as the chair of 
their church board and serves on the steering committee for a 
local ethanol plant.  Suzi shares this leadership role by serving as 
a 4-H leader.  The Friesenõs have four children aged 2-13.  In 
the future, if the opportunity arises, the Friesenõs would like to 
assist developing farms and farmers through a Christian organiza-
tion. 

ENTERTAINMENT ñT UESDAY  JANUARY  27  
The Atomic Improv Co. is a two man Improv troupe that 
has been creating comedy on the spot since 1990.  They have 
performed all across North America showcasing at Montrealõs 
Just for Laughs Festival win-
ning the first annual Interna-
tional Improv Tournament.  
Theyõve been featured in 
their own episode of  
C.B.C. TVs Comics and 
have performed with the 
likes of Wayne Brady, Brad 
Sherwood and Colin Mo-
chrie of ABC TVõs Whose 
Line Is It Anyways?  

            
          

Donovan Workun has been a professional improviser for 
over 15 years, As the founding Member of  The 
Atomic Improv Co. and 3 time world improv 
champion he has performed  across North 
America, Europe, Mexico, and the Caribbean 
including several showcases at L.A.õs òLaugh 
Factoryó and Montrealõs òJust for Laughsó . 
             

Mark Meer became a member of Atomic Improv in 2000 he 
appears weekly at the Varscona Theatre in 
Theatresports, Chimprov, and Die-Nasty (the 
legendary live improvised soap opera)  Mark has 
performed across North America and Europe, 
including the Berlin International Improv Festi-
val, the Vancouver Comedy Fest, Montrealõs 
Just For Laughs and numerous theatre festivals.  
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Alberta Branch, CSGA Ladies Spa Day  
Tuesday January 27 th, 2009 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 
Nestled in a busy corner of the Edmonton City Centre shopping mall, our downtown location will cater to a full day of 
relaxation. Our team of skilled stylists work from the ground level and the spa is tucked away on the top floor of this 5,800 
square foot location. Let your cares melt away as you relax by the fireplace before and after your spa experience. The 
City Centre group is known for their inspiration and creativity and will leave you feeling refreshed and beautiful.  Lunch will 
be provided at the spa.  
 

Hair Fashion  

As your beauty authority the EvelineCharles creative team travels the world for inspiration to present two seasonal fashion 
collections a year.  EvelineCharles stylists receive ongoing education to ensure they are on top of the latest trends in hair 
fashion.  You'll leave loving the new you, with knowledge and suggested products to maintain your look at home.  During 
each service we'll spoil you with our heavenly signature scalp massage and calming orange hot towel treatment. 
 

Body Scrubs  

Designed to get your skin moisturized and glowing, our body scrubs use our EvelineCharles spa body line to soften you 
all over. The perfect treat to get you ready for a big night or brighten your skin in the winter months. 

× Tropical treat Mango Sugar  Scrub combines Alpha hydroxy Fruit Extracts and sugar granules to gently and 
effectively exfoliate. 

× Delicately floral and slightly sweet, White Tea and Fig  Antioxidant Scrub is the newest addition to our spa body 
line.   This scrub refreshes and renews skin while enveloping you in an aromatic oasis. 

  

Massage  

Slip into a heated massage bed and relax as your massage therapist works to melt your stress away. 
× Tension Relief  Massage: we'll target the area where you need relief; all you have to do is ask. 

 

Hand & Foot Care  

Reward your hands and feet with an EvelineCharles Manicure and Pedicure. Thereôs a reason we are so famous for these 
services, come and find out why!  Proper maintenance of your hands and feet has many benefits including increased 
circulation, soft and supple skin and a beautifully manicured appearance. 
× Refresh  Manicure  - Maintain your polished look with this manicure that is just right when you don't have time to 

enjoy a full service.  This treatment includes shaping the nails, cuticle work and polish application. 
× Refresh Pedicure  - When you don't have time for a full service, maintain your perfect pedicure with this treatment 

that includes shaping nails, cuticle work, foot paddling and polish application. 
*Prolong your polished look with a complimentary take home EvelineCharles nail polish that is included in your service. 
 

EvelineCharles Cosmetics Collection  
From smokey eyes to a red lip, our artists contribute to our fashion collection and can customize an up to date look just for 
you. Cosmetic applications and cosmetic lessons are available to help you create any look.  
*The cost of a cosmetic application or lesson can be applied towards the purchase of EvelineCharles cosmetics. 
 

Water Therapy  

Our European hydro tubs feature air and water hydro jets designed to penetrate specific areas of the body for soothing 
muscle relief. A moisturizer application completes your sumptuous service. 
× Petals Bath  - Relax as the Petals Bath blooms into a luxurious creamy white milk bath. This rose fragrant milk 

bath moisturizes, restores PH and sloughs dead skin away leaving your skin soft, supple, and smooth.  
× Detoxifyi ng Moore Mud Bath  - Submerge your body in the ancient, therapeutic mud to detoxify and  

re-mineralize. Pine moor mud is excellent for arthritis, muscle fatigue and relaxation.  

 

www.evelinecharles.com   
Deadline to reserve your spa time is Monday January 12 th, 2009    

Please call Louise Markert at (403) 485.6708  



 
Early indicators are pointing towards a seed 
crop which has strong germination capacity, 
but seed quality is pressured by disease.   
 

The average germination percentage of cereals 
and canola are approaching the mid-90% 
range, and peas are balancing around 90%. 
Wheat and barley germination percentage is on 
par with last yearõs testing to date.  There is a 
marked improvement in oat germination in 
2008, which is likely contributed to this yearõs 
improved late harvest conditions in comparison 
to 2007.  Pea germinations, on the other hand, 
are trending lower by a few percentage points, 
but the average may be skewed by a few ex-
tremely poor results.  Stay tuned as more re-
sults become available. 
 

The headline this year is DISEASE!  Ergot lev-
els are high to alarming in some regions, plus 

widespread across western Canada.  This will 
likely cause difficulties during seed processing, 
as the success of removing ergot bodies is a 
function of quantity, as well as size of the ergot 
bodies.  To date, BioVision has tested a similar 
number of wheat samples for Fusarium 
graminearum to 2007.  Unfortunately, the 
number of wheat samples that have tested posi-
tive for the presence of Fusarium graminearium 
in Alberta has climbed significantly from 9 sam-
ples submitted in the fall of 2007 to 28 samples 
submitted in the fall of 2008.  Do keep in mind 
that this data set represents testing in Septem-
ber and October only, and a wider data pool 
will be available as the year progresses. 
 

Holly Gelech 
BioVision Seed Labs ð Business Development 
Manager 

SEED QUALITY  U PDATEñFALL  OF 2008  

CONTRIBUTION  OF SEED SECTOR  CONTõD  
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COMING  

EVENTS  

Association of    
Alberta Co-op 
Seed Cleaning 
Plants AGM   

Westin                  
Edmonton, AB    

January 15-17, 2009 

 

Alberta Branch, 
CSGA AGM     

Westin                  
Edmonton, AB    

January 26-27, 2009 

 

FarmTech          
Mayfield Inn & Suite            

Edmonton, AB     
January 28-30, 2009 

 

National CSGA 
AGM                   

Fairmont Winnipeg 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

July 8-11 2009 

I N  2007, T HE  SEED SECTOR         

EMPLOYED  14,228 CANADIANS  

Plant breeding & research  3, 048 

Seed production                  2, 575 

Processing & Production Support 6, 234 

Marketing & Distribution                2, 371 

 

I N  2007, THE  SEED SECTOR  BROUGHT  

TO  CANADA  ALMOST  $569 MILLION  

FROM  INTERNATIONAL  MARKETS  

Plant breeding  & Research  $  32.2 million 

Seed production  $  146.6 million 

Processing &  Production Support  $  8.8 million 

Marketing & Distribution  $ 381.1 million 

W WW .SEED.AB .CAñCHECK  IT  OUT ! 

¶ Seed.ab.cañAlberta Seed Guide online version with additional content                         

¶ Pedigreed Seed Grower Directory                 

¶ Seed for sale by variety & grower             

¶ Annual General Meeting agendas & presentations 

¶ Up to date information on seed industry issues 

¶ Coming in Januaryñ2009 Alberta Regional variety trial data    
            

A NY  CARRYOVER  

PEDIGREED  SEED 

FOR  SALE?  

CONTACT  THE 

OFFICE TO  HAVE IT  

LISTED ON  

WWW .SEED.AB.CA 


